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THURGARTON PARISH COUNCIL 

             Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Thursday October 26, 2017 
 at 7.30 pm in the Methodist Church 

 
Couns Tina Tsoukatos (Chairman)  

Roger Aston, Denise Bryant, Natalie Robinson  
Charles Day (A),  David Lewis, Katie Chan  

 

Also in attendance clerk Mike Elliott, Coun. Roger Jackson (Notts County Council and Newark and Sherwood District 
Council and 65 members of the public. 
 
1) APOLOGIES   Coun. Charles Day 

 

2] DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   There were none 

 

3] MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON SEPTEMBER 28, 2017 were accepted as circulated and 

signed by the chairman  

 

4] CLERK’S REPORT ON PREVIOUS MEETING BUSINESS  

 The clerk gave a reminder that the annual meeting of Notts ALC takes place at Epperstone November 1 when the 
Chief Constable of Nottingham Craig Guildford will talk on Policing in Nottinghamshire.   The clerk said the inventory of the 
emergency shed gave figures at todays prices.  Total todays value is £3053. He said they were suggesting the council  say 
for purchase value a third of that at £1,017 and this was agreed. 
 The council has received two £150 payments from Notts County Councillor Roger Jackson. 
  

5]  REPORT FROM THE DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCIL MEMBER ROGER JACKSON and  

6] ITEMS FROM THE PUBLIC     

  The chairman said it was obvious the large number of people attending the meeting were there  because of a 
planning application that had been submitted to  Newark and Sherwood District Council for use of land at the rear of The 
Red Lion public house for two Gypsy pitches and utility buildings and amenities. 

Mr Sam Spencer, a member of the parish council planning working party, gave a presentation and said he realised 
the matter was an emotive one which was creating concerns among many residents. He explained to the meeting the 
question of any development involving gypsy families was one which was usually dealt with under a national policy but 
explained that as Newark and Sherwood District Council had their own designated policy on such developments it was the 
local policy that applied.       

Mr Spencer highlighted points that residents might use in any submissions they personally may make to the 
planning department at Newark. 

Coun. Jackson said he would ask the Head of Planning at Newark if he would agree to an extension of time for 
comments to be made, to fall in line with an extension given to the parish council to a date of November 24.   The clerk said 
the application was intended to go to the planning meeting at Newark on December 5. 

Parish chairman Coun. Tina Tsoukatos said they would use the village email system to inform residents of the 
ongoing situation on the application and would produce a guidance to information that could be used by anyone making 
comments to the District Council.  It was acknowledged that individual emails or letters direct to the District Council were the 
most effective way for views to be expressed.   The chairman said the parish council would make their decision at their 
meeting on November 23 and in the meantime would attempt to obtain any further information they could on the application. 

Concern was expressed that the planners at Newark were not giving the attention they should to the new 
Neighbourhood Plan approved for the parish.  The chairman was to ask for a face to face meeting with leaders at Newark to 
express the concerns.      

The question of the parish council employing professional help was raised and a resident offered to contribute 
towards any expenditure concerned for such an appointment. 

 
7]  CORRESPONDENCE 
 A letter from Robert Jenrick MP, on illegal traveller encampments had been circulated. Further information on how 
the authorities could deal with the situation locally and nationally would become available in due time.  
 Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, advised that the appointment of a Data Protection Officer (DPO) 
must be in place for the council by April 2018.  The clerk was to attend a full day seminar in November organised by NALC 
who had said earlier in the day they had sold out two back to back sessions they were now holding, underlining the interest 
there was in the matter. 



 A reminder was given of the annual meeting of Nottinghamshire ALC on November 15 at Epperstone.  The clerk 
said he would be attending. 
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8] PLANNING 
 NEWARK & SHERWOOD DISTRICT COUNCIL APPLICATIONS  
 27/01890/ful. Land to rear of Red Lion public house, Priory Lane. Proposed gypsy accommodation site. The 
decision to be made at the next meeting. 
 17/01776/ful.  North Acre Southwell Road,  erect garage and carry out works to an apple tree.  No objection. 
 17/01056/FUL. Argyle Cottage, Oxton Road. Change of use from agricultural to residential garden (retrospective). 
No objection. 
 NEWARK & SHERWOOD DISTRICT COUNCIL DECISIONS 
 17/01074/ful. Chris Burkill, Rose Cottage, Bleasby Road,  Fence replacement and two garden sheds.  Approve. 
 17/01707/TWCA. Overfield House, Southwell Road. Fell five various trees Approve 
 
9] STRATEGY ROLES 
 EMERGENCY MEASURES (NATALIE ROBINSON) 

Speeding – trial for 30mph wheelie bin stickers on Beck Street/Station Road to provide visible reminder on 
bin days of the speed limit 

 Councillor Robinson reported back to the Council the following costs: 
o There are 16 properties on Beck Street/Station Road  
o Cheapest price found on line are for stickers is £15.99 for 12 stickers  
o Each bin requires 2 stickers so they can be seen from both directions of travel 
o Each property has 2 bins (agreed that brown bins are excluded as not everyone has them) 
o Therefore total 64 stickers required (5 packs @ £15.99 + 1 pack @ £9.99 = £89.94 total 
o Agreement from Council to purchase stickers and send out a communication to the village 

Thurgarton Emergency Plan  

 The focus this past month has been on Flood Warden/Road Closure scheme 

 As reported at the last meeting there are a number of wardens who can no longer continue with their 
duties therefore we required new volunteers. 

 Communication was sent via village email service and also in Thurgarton People to ask for new 
volunteers.  So far we have 2 new volunteers. 

 Councillor Robinson has been working with  Nottinghamshire County Council to provide bespoke 
training for Thurgarton flood wardens which will act as a refresher for existing wardens and induction for 
new recruits. 

 Training session invitation has been sent to all flood wardens and will take place at Methodist Church on 
Tuesday 28th November starting promptly at 7.30pm 

 
 HIGHWAYS AND BROADBAND (CHARLES DAY)    The chairman said Coun. Day was continuing his efforts in 
respect of rationalising speed limits in the parish. 
 
 VILLAGE ASSETS (ROGER ASTON) 
 Coun. Aston gave an update on his consultations concerning Trinity College and its land.  He said he 
understood from agents for the  College it was not proposing to sell the village hall site and was in a position to await 
the reversion at the end of the lease. In order to bring the event forward a significant offer was required and restrictive 
covenants would be imposed.  
  
 VILLAGE HALL (DAVID LEWIS) 

The recent quiz night was a success in raising funds for the village hall. The next event is the Christmas Fair 
on the 2nd December followed by a New Years Party. 

Coun.  Lewis reported the Finances of Thurgarton Community Association (TCA) are positive. The purchase 
of a commercial dishwasher being investigated further. Estimated cost circa £1,000.   He said Insurance policy 
details were being obtained for analysis of combined savings. 

The meeting was told that assistance was requested to write up general operation procedure between the 
Parish Council and TCA. 

 
 COMMUNICATION (TINA TSOUKATOS) AND KATIE CHAN 

Coun. Katie Chan reported on the Red Lion and said there was no news on progress for refurbishment. She 
did say Interest in buying had been expressed by a Parishioner.  



On the question of Affordable housing provision in the village she said there no inclusion in the 
Neighbourhood Plan 2016. She spoke of the possibility of asking Trinity College to sell land at an affordable price  
to build such accommodation, as a good will leaving gesture to the village. 

             
                

 
             36 / 17 

       
The chairman commented on  Emergency Measures, saying there was currently  no update, because she 

was still waiting for IDB to come back with more information.  On Communication she said a meeting had been 
arranged with Forterra on 15th November 

 
 ENVIRONMENT (DENISE BRYANT) 

Coun. Bryant said she was delighted to report that full sponsorship of a 3m living Christmas Tree had been 
secured. It will be will be planted in Corner Croft in early November.  The tree has been organised in conjunction with 
Newark and Sherwood Homes and has been donated by Mitie who have funded the tree and will plant it.  It was aimed to 
have a planting ceremony in mid-November, to be followed by an inaugural Christmas Lights Switch-On with Christmas 
Carols and mulled wine in December.  All dates to be announced when the tree has been planted.  
The village Autumn Clean Up took place on 14th October.  Thanks offered to everyone who worked so hard. 18 
villagers turned out on a bright Saturday morning   The war memorial and the surrounding wall was jet washed and 
the flower beds were weeded and tidied. All village signs, benches, bollards and the bus shelter were cleaned. A litter 
pick was done throughout the village including Station Road which has a litter issue from the passing lorries. The 
Beck on Beck Street was thoroughly weeded and cleaned. Fallen debris from the nearby trees was removed from the 
bank on the A612 which will make it easier to cut in future The top path and areas surrounding the steps on Priory Rd 
were strimmed. The Beck on Main Street was weeded and strimmed. The Bleasby Road footpath was strimmed 
             Coun. Bryant gave thanks for making the village such a pleasant place in which to live. Lots of  comments 
received as to how loved and cared for Thurgarton appears.   Thanks were offered to  
John Fryer for taking the time to attach poppies to the lampposts in  connection Remembrance Day,  
 
10] FINANCE  --  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT were approved as per the circulated list.  
 
11] AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING  NOVEMBER 23, 2017   
 Nothing additional was put forward. 
 
12] CLERK’S JOB DESCRIPTION AND CONTRACT   
 The chairman said this had been finalised and circulated to members.  The clerk had accepted its contents and it 
had been signed by herself and the clerk. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed  9-45pm 
 
 


