
 

 

THURGARTON PARISH COUNCIL - OPEN PARISH MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday 23rd May 2019 at 7.30pm 

 
Present: Councillors; Tina Tsoukatos, David Lewis, Denise Bryant, Katie Chan, Steve Edkins and 
Natalie Robinson 
Officer:  Lisa-Jayne Campbell  
In Attendance:  30 members of public present and Cllr. Roger Jackson  
 

Agenda  DISCUSSION AND DECISIONS 

01/001/19 Welcome from the Chair 

02/002/19 Apologies for absence:  Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Foster 

03/003/19 Guest Speaker:  PCSO Keith Crowhurst 
PCSO Crowhurst explained his role within the Police Force and how he is able to help in 
the community and he took questions from the floor.  The topic of speeding in the village 
came up and PCSO Crowhurst suggested that the village could invest in a Speed Laser 
Gun which has worked successfully in other communities; the Police would assist in 
training Parishioners in the use of this equipment and offer support in the way of 
supplying hi vis jackets. 

04/004/19 Chairman’s Report: 
When I became Chair in early 2016 I had 3 major projects that I wanted to tackle: finding 
a flood mitigation solution for the village, establishing a sustainable pub for the village 
and planning a future for the Village Hall. I am delighted to report that 2 of the 3 have 
been addressed successfully. 
Thurgarton Parish Council’s (TPC’s) top objective for the last 2 years has been to have a 
sustainable pub in the village. Councillors Bryant and Chan must be thanked for their 
considerable efforts in facilitating this solution by bringing together the appropriate 
parties. 

• The interior of the Village Hall has been refurbished with the exterior 
refurbishment now being planned. Councillor Lewis, along with the Thurgarton 
Community Association,  must be thanked for their work in making this happen 

• I am still working with the IDB to find a suitable flood mitigation solution and I 
hope to have more news on this project shortly. 

 
I would like to thank all of the Parish Councillors; these people are volunteers who give 
their time for the benefit of the Parish. There are 7 Councillors on TPC; all are current or 
retired business people, with a broad range of skills. In addition to the 10 PC meetings 
which we attend each year we also meet 2 or 3 times a year at Strategy meetings where 
we have the time to discuss major issues or projects in more detail. In addition, each 
Councillor will spend time each week working on their allocated role. 
 
TPC has a methodology of working proactively to improve the Parish, rather than to just 
maintain the status quo; this then requires skills and time to achieve. 
 
Last year Councillors Day and Aston retired and we must thank them both for their 
efforts over the years. We now have Councillors Foster and Edkins. 
 
Volunteers, typically parishioners, are vital to the success of the TPC annual plan. They 
help by either by assisting with Village Hall work or fund raising, by taking part in the 
Spring or Autumn clean-ups or by volunteering as part of the Thurgarton Emergency 
Plan. I thank you for your contributions. 
 



 

 

The objectives for 2019/20 will be discussed at the next Strategy meeting, progress 
updates on the 2018/19 objectives are as follows:- 
 
Secure a sustainable village pub within Red Lion Development.  Achieved! 
Communication lines remain in place with RL 
Emergency Plan 
Still working on Flood mitigation solution 
Thurgarton Emergency Plan (TEP):  
constant job to refresh the TEP, database refresh, training refresh and renew 
communications with external stakeholders Beck Monitor SMS alert service is live and 
working in alerting parishioners to potential flooding. 
Highways & Broadband 
Continue to work with NCC to improve village road signage and drainage. Arrange 3rd 
village sign entering on Bleasby Rd.  Speeding continues to be a problem throughout the 
village. The PC has set-up a speeding working party to consider ways of improving this 
situation High Speed Broadband – this project is all but finished 
Planning and Village Assets 
This is a continual job, and will remain work in progress 
Village Hall 
Interior refurbishment complete, external refurbishment including roof and cladding 
planned for coming year with grants applied for TPC are the sole Trustee of the VH lease 
and are working with the TCA to ensure that this important community asset is well 
looked after and well used. 
Environment 
The plan for Village maintenance is documented and undertaken each month as 
required. This work is undertaken by a village handyman and also through volunteers, 
particularly the Spring and Autumn Clean-ups. The Christmas tree at Corner Croft will 
offer the parish a Christmas focal point for many years to come.  
Communications 
This is a continual job of communicating TPC objectives and progress made via the village 
email service, Thurgarton People and the village web site. Communicating these points 
with local businesses and requesting financial support. 

05/005/19 Guest Speaker:  Julian Benton from The Red Lion 
Mr Benton discussed the success of the Red Lion and thanked all those involved in 
making it a reality.  They have a variety of events planned, an advertising campaign and 
further structural and development changes to make.  Mr Benton encouraged 
Parishioners to support the pub. 

06/006/19 Guest Speaker:  Richard Purewal from Pearl Development 
Mr Purewal has worked closely with the development of The Red Lion and will continue 
working with Thurgarton Parish regarding the piece of land at the back of the Red Lion. It 
was suggested that the PC mediate between all interested parties in order to find a 
suitable design and plan going forward - action on Cllr. Chan.  

07/007/19 Open Forum 
Following on from PCSO Crowhurst presentation, the Parishioners were asked for 
volunteers for the Speeding Work Party and to do the training for the Speed Laser Gun.  
It was asked who is responsible for establishing footpaths through crop fields and it was 
agreed that the responsibility lay with the farmer. 

08/008/19 Next Meeting:  Thursday 28th May 2020 at 7.30pm 

Meeting Closed:  8.00pm                    Lisa-Jayne Campbell 
Clerk to Thurgarton Parish Council,  30th May 2019 


