Thurgarton Parish Council’s Annual Parish Meeting Chair’s Report 2026
As usual, I’d like to thank all Parish Councillors (PCs) for their work last year; they have done a sterling job. The words that best describe the PC this year are volunteers and transition.
I think that it’s worth reiterating that we are all volunteers, PC’s and many others generously give their time to benefit the village in various ways.
The Parish Council has undergone a natural transition this year. We said goodbye to 3PC’s—David Lewis, Katie Chan and Natalie Robinson—after 6 to 10 years of service each and welcomed three new councillors: Rupert Skill (environment), Stephie Taylor (Village Hall) and Simon Sweet-Smith (planning). I am also pleased that the average age of the Council has fallen. We currently have two vacancies, leaving us below the usual total of seven councillors. To find out more, please contact me or the Clerk.
The different areas of focus for the PC’s are: -
1. [bookmark: _Hlk198547702]Planning
Thurgarton Parish Council (TPC) reviews and responds to all planning applications from within the parish, aligned with the Neighbourhood Plan principles and village needs. The aim is to support sustainable development that benefits the village.
2. Highways

Over the past year TPC has engaged with Highways at both District and County Council level: -
· TPC continues to request repairs for multiple potholes on our roads. The public can also report issues via the ‘My Notts’ App.
· PC appreciate volunteers who conduct 'Speed Watch' sessions twice a month. More sessions could be held with additional volunteers.

3. Emergency Measures

The Thurgarton Emergency Plan is run by 28 volunteers because of the flash flooding that we have experienced over recent years. While it is planned that the IDB flood mitigation solution will be implemented in November 2026 we do need more volunteers please.
4. Environment

TPC continues to operate a Lengthmans Scheme in which Nottinghamshire County Council provides funding, and TPC arranges for the maintenance of the village green spaces. As a result, the village has looked fantastic over recent times.

5. Village Hall

PC’s, as Trustees of the Village Hall Charity, make strategic decisions for the village and the charity. The Village Hall is a key asset. The Thurgarton Charity Committee (TCC), another group of volunteers manage bookings and maintenance to keep it financially viable.

We’ll be hearing more about this valuable work in one of the other presentations later but let me thank the TCC wholeheartedly for the stalwart work that they have done. The Village Hall is now a much more popular events destination, including Weddings, because of this hard work.

6. Communication

TPC maintains clear communication channels with parishioners through the village email service, Thurgarton People, and regular Parish Council meetings. Additionally, TPC regularly engages with local businesses.

7. Projects – Community Greenspace and Children’s Playground
Following feedback in recent parish surveys, TPC has begun a project to create a Community Greenspace and Children’s Playground behind the Village Hall. This will be covered in a later presentation.
The village runs so well thanks to volunteers, including Parish Councillors and other local helpers. Please consider giving some of your time, and if you would like to know more, please contact the Clerk at clerk@thurgarton.org.uk

Tina Tsoukatos, Chair, Thurgarton Parish Council
