
 

 

 

THURGARTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes from the Annual Parish Council meeting held at 7.30 pm on  

Thursday 24th March 2022 in the Village Hall 
 
Present: Councillors; Tina Tsoukatos (TT/Chairman), David Lewis (DL), Mike Frettsome (MF), Denise 
Bryant (DB), Natalie Robinson (NR) and Katie Chan (KC). 
In Attendance: Lisa-Jayne Campbell (LJ/Clerk) and five members of public. 
 

Year/min
ute item 

DISCUSSION AND DECISIONS 

 To receive and note public representation:  A member of public asked about the yellow 
markings around the drains; MF has emailed Matt Duckworth about this but has not had 
a response. 

21/094 To receive and accept apologies for absence: Apologies were received and accepted from 
Cllrs Roger Foster and Roger Jackson. 

21/095 To note declarations of interest:  There were no declarations of interest. 

21/096 To accept the Minutes from the previous meeting:  The Minutes from the meeting held 
on 27th January 2022 were accepted as a true representation of the meeting and signed 
by the chairman. 

21/097 To received reports from District and County Councillors:  
There was no report. 

21/098 To note any matters arising:   
a. Update on two new dog bins:  Clerk has applied for funding – ongoing. 
b. Village Hero awards (RF): Deferred to April meeting. 

21/099 Planning Applications for consideration:  
a.            22/00428/FUL, land at Thurgarton Lane, change of use and erection of steel 
sculpture. SUPPORTED 
b. To note:  pre-application notification of proposed barn conversion works at 
Poplars Farm, Bleasby Road.  The parking situation was discussed, and the PC agreed that 
there was sufficient parking for the development. 
c. Planning Decisions:  21/02658/HOUSE, Holly View, cart shed – PERMITTED 
d. Update on planning matters including recent and extant applications - None 
e.           Any other items notified to Thurgarton Parish Council prior to the meeting and 
requiring submission of comments before the following scheduled Parish Council Meeting 
– None. 

21/100 Finance: 
a. Payments for authorisation:  Payments totalling £640.58 were authorised. 
b. Balance of Accounts: NatWest Business Current Account balance as of 22nd March 2022 
is £21740.33 and the Reserve Account balance is £13240.56. 
c. To agree SLCC annual membership at £20 p.a. 

21/101 STRATEGY ROLES: To receive updates and note any actions required 

A Emergency Measures:  
NR reported that the Beck Monitor service invoices have been sent out and payments 



 

 

 

have been received; Clerk to confirm any outstanding payments.  NR has designed a 
survey to residents on the train service timetable and will send the results to NSDC for 
review.  NR has a tentative date for free defib first aid training in the Village Hall on 25th 
May – details to be confirmed.  It is expected that NCC will be offering in-person Flood 
Warden training in the summer months; NR will investigate and circulate details. 
TT reported that the PC is still working with NCC regarding Property Flood Protection and 
that this may be available for some properties in Thurgarton.  The Road signage for 
Thurgarton Flood Closure Scheme – the plastic frames, which are much lighter and can 
fold away, are on order. Delivery is imminent and NCC will pick up existing signage to 
utilise elsewhere. The Flood Mitigation solution for the village has stalled through a lack 
of resource at the IDB, but they are still working towards a summer implementation. 
Thornewill’s property has been protected from surface water flooding downhill. Letters 
were sent to all other properties on Bleasby Rd that were affected by this problem, letting 
households know how they could do the same. Thanks to Charles Day who assisted with 
this issue throughout and then produced and sent the letters. 

B Highways:  
MF reported a recent incident of a tree falling over at Corner Croft; two cars were 
damaged but there were no injuries, VIA and NSDC cleared away the tree and debris as 
well as removing two other big trees.  MF reported two sink holes which were fixed but 
quickly broke up again. The interactive Junction sign will be completed on 12th April; MF 
will advise Highways that a tree is blocking the sign.  The interactive speed sign needs to 
be re-sited; waiting for Highways to schedule the work. MF noted that the drains on 
Hollows junction are blocked again; he will continue to monitor.  MF was asked to check 
that the interactive sign outside Priory Farm was completed correctly; he will put some 
questions together and share with Cllrs before chasing up. 

C Communication: 
Parking problems around the Red Lion: TT spoke to Gemma @ Red Lion, and she agreed 
to ask the builders to stop parking on the grass verges. 
Lorries, over 7.5 tonnes, driving through the village – Margaret Edkins from Community 
Speed Watch ask what action can be taken if lorries are reported and advised the PC that 
there was no point in asking volunteers to monitor the lorries if no suitable action can be 
taken. 
TT received a request from Thurgarton People for the annual donation of £150; if it is 
confirmed that this amount is overdue, the PC authorised the payment. 
The Clerk’s annual pay increase:  deferred to the April meeting. 
It was noted that a Web site update with the Emergency Plan was required. 

D Environment:  
DB thanked Green Oak for their great work on refurbing the three village benches and to 
Steve Edkins for his assistance with the dog bins. Green Oak have quoted £55 to install a 
permanent Christmas tree stand at the war memorial – the PC authorised the spend.  Due 
to the high cases of Covid, DB has postponed the spring clean to May, she will send out a 
‘save the date’ notice in April.   
The Clerk was asked to order 20 lamp post Poppies. 

E Village Hall: 
DL reported that the new path from the front gate to the front door has been completed, 
all agreed the path looked very good and thanked Forterra for providing all the materials.  
The village hall is getting lots of bookings and a survey is being designed to ascertain what 
activities parishioners would like to see in the village.  DL asked the PC if they were happy 
for the VHMC to donate funds to the Ukrainian Charity; PC agreed to hold a Duck Race to 



 

 

 

raise the funds.  It was agreed that a safeguarding policy will be adopted by the Parish 
Council which will also then cover the VHMC; Clerk to action.  DL reported that the VH 
section of the website is in the process of being updated and confirmed that there are no 
plans for Easter. 

21/102 To discuss and agree plans/action for the Platinum Jubilee: 
The Clerk confirmed that she has applied for PJ funds which should be approx. £200. DB 
suggested buying a new flag and bunting for the Platinum Queens Jubilee – the PC 
authorised a spend of £250 (less VAT) to cover.  DL informed the PC that a meeting was 
held, and it was agreed to hold a full day of festivities/events on Friday 3rd June 2022 with 
the Church bells ringing at noon.  It was suggested that a duck race can be planned, and 
TT offered to send out the details and ‘save the date’ for both the Easter Monday and the 
3rd June. 

21/103 Playground update:  
KC reported that two meetings have been held and it was felt that a survey of potential 
users of the playground would be sensible as there may not be enough to warrant a 
playground: ongoing.  It was noted that there is a lot of enthusiasm for Green Initiatives in 
the village. 

21/104 To note Correspondence received and subsequent action: 
A letter was drafted and signed by TT to Mr Morgan-Smith regarding the land in the 
vicinity of Thurgarton Village hall; await response. 

21/105 To note future Agenda items:  Jubilee, Community Hero award, Clerk’s pay increase, 
confirmation of Annual Parish Meeting date and time,  

21/106 Next meetings:  The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 28th April 2022 at 7.30 
pm in the Village Hall. There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting 
at 21h58. 

 


